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WIRELESS BASE STATION, WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION TERMINAL, AND
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

This application is a divisional of application Ser. No.
12/504,806, filed Jul. 17, 2009 now U.S. Pat. No. 8,345,648.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a wireless base station, a
wireless communication terminal, and a wireless communi-
cation system, and more particularly to a wireless base sta-
tion, a wireless communication terminal that establishes con-
nection with the wireless base station, and a wireless
communication system which perform communication in a
spot communication area.

2. Description of the Related Art

In recent years, portable equipment equipped with a com-
munication function that meets the IEEE802.11 standard
(hereinafter referred to as a wireless LAN communication
function) is increasingly becoming widespread. In addition,
an area of use is not limited to an office or a house, but areas
usable as a so-called hotspot are rapidly increasing outdoors,
although the area is an isolated spot communication area. In
response to this, wireless LAN is not only limitedly mounted
on such apparatuses as a personal computer or office equip-
ment, but is also mounted to various apparatuses, including
household electrical appliances. Particularly, the wireless
LAN is increasingly used in various portable-type or in-
vehicle type apparatuses such as a mobile phone.

In the IEEE802.11 standard, in order to establish connec-
tion between a communication terminal and a wireless LAN
base station, the following basic process is required. First, the
communication terminal scans all communication channels
s0 as to receive beacons periodically sent by wireless LAN
base stations. Next, the communication terminal specifies
communication channels of the wireless LAN base stations,
determines a wireless LAN base station desired to be con-
nected, and decides whether or not connection with the wire-
less LAN base station is permissible by using an identifier,
called an SSID (Service Set Identifier). When connection is
permissible, a communication path between the wireless
LAN base station and the communication terminal is
encrypted by using an encryption format typified by a WEP
(Wired Equivalent Privacy), and a WPA (Wi-Fi Protected
Access). Upon completion of recognition and encryption, the
communication terminal finally becomes capable of starting
communication with the wireless LAN base station.

In this manner, the IEEE802.11 standard has a feature that
communication is started upon completion of a series of
connection processes including communication channel
scanning, detection of a wireless LAN base station, authen-
tication, and encryption. Two modes are defined as commu-
nication methods, that is, a unicast mode in which informa-
tion is transmitted to specific communication terminals only
by registering addresses of the communication terminals as
destinations of communication packets; and a broadcast
mode in which information is transmitted to an indefinite
number of communication terminals by registering a broad-
cast address as the destination.

In the future, as a service using a wireless LAN-mounted
apparatus, it is expected that a service having the following
system will be increasingly widely used. That is, wireless
LAN base stations are located outdoors, and when a commu-
nication terminal passes through a spot communication area
of one of the wireless LAN base stations, information is
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transmitted/received between the communication terminal
and the wireless LAN base station. In the future, the commu-
nication terminal will not be merely used in a semi-fixed state,
but will be used during walking. In addition, it is expected that
the communication terminal will be increasingly used for
high-speed movement such as movement by bus or by train,
or used for a car navigation system equipped with a wireless
LAN communication function. As the movement speed of the
communication terminal is increased, there is need for reduc-
tion in time elapsing from start of communication between
the communication terminal and the wireless LAN base sta-
tion to reception of contents from a server by the communi-
cation terminal, in addition to reduction in time necessary for
a user operation. For example, many communication termi-
nals are connected to a wireless LAN wireless base station, a
limited communication band is shared by a plurality of com-
munication terminals, and consequently a communication
rate for each communication terminal is lowered. As a result
there may be a case where a communication terminal hardly
transmits/receive information during passing through a spot
communication area.

It is expected that the number of communication terminal
users will be increased. Moreover, it is expected that data
transmitted between an individual communication terminal
and a wireless LAN base station will be dominated by such
data having large capacity as audio data and visual data rather
than text only data. In order for a plurality of communication
terminals to receive such information during passing through
the spot communication area, it has been needed a commu-
nication method that exerts superior transmission efficiency.

Various countermeasures have been considered against the
above-described problem. For example, disclosed in Japa-
nese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 2004-048395 (here-
inafter, referred to as Patent Document 1) is a portable infor-
mation terminal wireless LAN service so as to provide a
system that distributes information to a portable information
terminal passing through a communication area of a wireless
LAN base station. FIG. 40 is a block diagram illustrating a
configuration of a conventional portable information terminal
wireless LAN service system disclosed in patent document 1.
In FIG. 40, suppose that a portable information terminal
(PDA) 2001 is owned by a user who, in advance, subscribes to
an information service through a mobile phone, a PHS, or the
like.

The PDA 2001 has a WOR (Wake-on Ring: automatic
activation) function, and in addition, has a wireless LAN
client software installed thereon. An information provider
2004 is connected to a wake-on server 2005 and a gate server
2002 which are controlled by an agent server 2003. In a spot
communication area where information is provided, a wire-
less LAN base station (not shown) is located so as to perform
data transmission/reception with a PDA 2001 owned by a
user. When a user owning the PDA 2001 passes through the
spot communication area, the wake-on server 2005 causes
client software of the PDA 2001 to start. The client software
of'the PDA 2001 is connected to the gate server 2002 via the
wireless LAN base station, and information distributed from
the information provider 2004 is stored in a memory of the
PDA 2001.

However, even if the technology disclosed in Patent Docu-
ment 1 is used, when it is assumed that a communication
terminal moves in a spot communication area or the like at a
high speed, time taken by the communication terminal to
receive contents has not been sufficiently reduced. In Patent
Document 1, by having the client software started by the
wake-on server 2005, the user operation necessary for con-
nection to the wireless LAN base station has been improved.
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However, whether or not the communication terminal has
improved communication efficiency and whether or not time
elapsed until the contents are received are not described
therein.

As to the improvement in the communication efficiency, as
described above, the broadcast mode is defined under the
IEEE802.11 standard, and it is possible to transmit informa-
tion simultaneously to a plurality of communication termi-
nals. When the broadcast mode of the wireless LAN is used,
the information transmission efficiency is improved, how-
ever, the base station is to transmit the same information to the
plurality of communication terminals regardless of whether
or not the communication terminals have requested for such
transmission. Since memory capacity of the base station is
limited, there is a possibility that contents desired by a com-
munication terminal will not be transmitted thereto. On the
other hand, since information requested by an indefinite num-
ber of communication terminals is transmitted, unnecessary
pieces of information are also broadcasted. As a result, effi-
ciency for transmitting a piece of information requested by a
communication terminal is lowered.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Therefore, an object of the present invention is to solve the
above-described conventional problems, and to provide: a
wireless base station, which is capable of efficiently transmit-
ting information to a wireless communication terminal mov-
ing and passing through a spot communication area at a high
speed, the information being requested by the wireless com-
munication terminal, by using broadcasting and communica-
tion in a combined manner, and is consequently capable of
transmitting/receiving a large amount of information; a wire-
less communication terminal that establishes connection with
the wireless base station; and a wireless communication sys-
tem.

The present invention is directed to a wireless base station
connected to a server that distributes contents and to at least
one wireless communication terminal. To achieve the above-
described object, the wireless base station of the present
invention includes: an external communication control sec-
tion that controls communication with the server; a contents
memory section that stores at least a part of the contents
received from the server; an access restriction section that
monitors a type of connection with the wireless communica-
tion terminal, and restricts access for connection from the
wireless communication terminal to the server or to the wire-
less base station; a wireless communication section that com-
municates with the wireless communication terminal in
accordance with a predetermined communication method;
and a control section that controls the wireless communica-
tion section. The control section controls the wireless com-
munication section, and establishes connection with the wire-
less communication terminal by using a first connection
which does not substantially require an authentication proce-
dure for connection with the wireless communication termi-
nal, or by using a second connection which requires the
authentication procedure for connection with the wireless
communication terminal. The access control (restriction) sec-
tion permits access from the wireless communication termi-
nal to the contents memory section and prohibits access from
the wireless communication terminal to the server when the
type of connection with the wireless communication terminal
is the first connection, and permits access from the wireless
communication terminal to both of the contents memory sec-
tion and the server when the type of connection is the second
connection.
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Preferably, the contents memory section stores therein fre-
quently requested contents data that is frequently requested
from the wireless communication terminals, and individually
requested contents data that is less frequently requested as
compared to the frequently requested contents data. In this
case, an interval of the first connection includes a frequently
requested contents data broadcasting interval and an indi-
vidual contents data broadcasting interval. The control sec-
tion controls the wireless communication section, and broad-
casts collectively, to the wireless communication terminal,
the frequently requested contents data in the frequently
requested contents data broadcasting interval, and transmits
the individually requested contents data, which is requested
by the wireless communication terminal, in the individual
contents data broadcasting interval.

The contents memory section further stores therein meta-
data relating to the frequently requested contents data and to
the individually requested contents data. In this case, the
control section controls the wireless communication section,
and transmits the metadata to the wireless communication
terminals before the first connection is established, and
receives contents data request packets from the wireless com-
munication terminals in the interval of the first connection.

Further, the contents memory section stores therein fre-
quently requested contents data that is frequently requested
from the wireless communication terminal, and individually
requested contents data that is less frequently requested as
compared to the frequently requested contents data. In this
case, the control section may control the wireless communi-
cation section, and collect together and broadcast, to the
wireless communication terminals, the frequently requested
contents data before the first connection is established, and
transmit the individually requested contents data, which is
requested by the wireless communication terminals, in the
interval of the first connection.

Preferably, the contents memory section further stores
therein metadata relating to the frequently requested contents
data and the individually requested contents data. In this case,
the control section controls the wireless communication sec-
tion, and transmits the metadata to the wireless communica-
tion terminal before collecting together and broadcasting, to
the wireless communication terminals, the frequently
requested contents data, and receives contents data request
packets from the wireless communication terminals in the
interval of the first connection.

The contents memory section may partly interchange the
frequently requested contents data and the individually
requested contents data with each other in accordance with
frequency of requests from the wireless communication ter-
minals.

Preferably, the control section omits the authentication
procedure in the predetermined communication method in
the case of using the first connection for connection with the
wireless communication terminals, and executes the authen-
tication procedure in the predetermined communication
method in the case of using the second connection for con-
nection with the wireless communication terminals.

The contents memory section stores therein contents that
are not subjected to access restriction.

The wireless base station may include a plurality of anten-
nas. In this case, a plurality of wireless areas covered by the
plurality of antennas are arranged so as to be at least partially
overlapped with one another. Further, the contents memory
section stores therein frequently requested contents data that
is frequently requested by the wireless communication termi-
nals, and individually requested contents data that is less
frequently requested as compared to the frequently requested
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contents data. In the case of contents transmission to the
wireless communication terminals, the wireless communica-
tion section: transmits the frequently requested contents data
to the wireless communication terminals from the plurality of
antennas; and transmits the individually requested contents
data to a certain wireless communication terminal via a cor-
responding antenna among the plurality of antennas, the
antenna having received a request from the wireless commu-
nication terminal.

Preferably, the wireless communication section includes: a
first wireless communication section that communicates with
the wireless communication terminals in accordance with a
first wireless communication method; and a second wireless
communication section that communicates with the wireless
communication terminals in accordance with a second wire-
less communication method. Prior to the first wireless com-
munication section starting communication with the wireless
communication terminals, the control section controls the
second wireless communication section, and transmits, to the
wireless communication terminals, profile information that is
necessary for the first wireless communication section to
communicate with the wireless communication terminals.

The wireless base station may include at least one antenna
for the first wireless communication section and a plurality of
antennas for the second wireless communication section. In
this case, a wireless area covered by the antenna for the first
wireless communication section and wireless areas covered
by the antennas for the second wireless communication sec-
tion are arranged so as to be at least partially overlapped with
one another.

Further, wireless base station may include a plurality of
antennas for the first wireless communication section and at
least one antenna for the second wireless communication
section. In this case, wireless areas covered by the antennas
for the first wireless communication section and a wireless
area covered by the antenna for the second wireless commu-
nication section are arranged so as to be at least partially
overlapped with one another.

Further, the present invention is directed to a wireless base
station transmitting a signal to wireless communication ter-
minals. The wireless base station of the present invention
includes: a plurality of antennas; and a wireless communica-
tion section that communicates with the wireless communi-
cation terminals by using the plurality of antennas in accor-
dance with a predetermined communication method. A
plurality of wireless areas covered by the plurality of antennas
are arranged so as to be at least partially overlapped with one
another. The wireless communication section divides one
information symbol into a first half portion and a latter half
portion in transmitting a signal to the wireless communica-
tion terminals, and transmits the former half portion and the
latter half portion including high-frequency signals, sepa-
rately, via the plurality of antennas as individual signals.

Further, the present invention is directed to a wireless com-
munication terminal connected, via a wireless base station, to
a server that distributes contents. In order to achieve the above
object, the wireless communication terminal of the present
invention includes: a wireless communication section that
communicates with the wireless base station in accordance
with a predetermined communication method; a control sec-
tion that controls the wireless communication section; and a
terminal control section that controls transmission of infor-
mation on a contents request to the wireless base station. The
control section controls the wireless communication section,
and establishes connection with the wireless communication
terminal by using a first connection which does not require an
authentication procedure for connection with the wireless
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communication terminal, or by using a second connection
which requires the authentication procedure for connection
with the wireless communication terminal.

The wireless communication section receives metadata
relating to contents from the wireless base station. The ter-
minal control section establishes connection with the wireless
base station by using the first connection, and transmits a
contents data request packet to the wireless base station to
request for contents data desired to be received, among the
received metadata.

Preferably, the wireless communication terminal further
includes a control-wireless communication section that per-
forms communication in accordance with a control-wireless
communication method. In this case, the control section con-
trols the control-wireless communication section prior to
communication between the wireless base station and the
wireless communication section, and obtains setting informa-
tion so that the wireless base station and the wireless com-
munication section performs communication in accordance
with the predetermined communication method.

Further, the present invention is directed to a method
implemented by the above-described wireless base station
and the wireless communication terminal.

According to the present invention, it is possible to provide
a wireless base station, which is capable of improving effi-
ciency in transmitting information to wireless communica-
tion terminals passing through a wireless spot communica-
tion area, so as to perform transmission/reception of a large
amount of information, a wireless communication terminal
connected to the wireless base station, and a wireless com-
munication system. That is, it is possible for the wireless
communication terminal to reduce time elapsing until receiv-
ing contents since the wireless base station caches contents
information. Further, the wireless base station does not cache
all pieces of information, but caches a statistical result of
requests by a communication terminal, and only such infor-
mation that is to be transmitted preferentially. Accordingly, a
memory capacity can be saved. Further, the present invention
has a configuration in which information frequently
requested by communication terminals is recognized, and
contents thereof is broadcasted in a fixed manner, whereas
information of individually requested contents data is inter-
changed and transmitted in accordance with a request from
the communication terminals. Accordingly, the base station is
required to interchange a transmission queue less frequently,
and consequently, process time for transmission frame gen-
eration is reduced. Therefore, the transmission efficiency is
improved, and as a result, time elapsed until the wireless
terminals receive contents can be reduced.

These and other objects, features, aspects and advantages
of'the present invention will become more apparent from the
following detailed description of the present invention when
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating an overall configu-
ration of a wireless communication system according to
embodiment 1 of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing exemplary contents data;

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing exemplary operations per-
formed in a second connection process according to embodi-
ment 1 of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing exemplary operations per-
formed in a first connection process according to embodiment
1 of the present invention;
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FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing an exemplary configu-
ration of an integrated base station 101 according to embodi-
ment 1 of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing an exemplary configu-
ration of acommunication terminal 201 according to embodi-
ment 1 of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a conceptual diagram showing a transmission
sequence transmitted from the integrated base station 101
according to embodiment 1 of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing exemplary operations of the
integrated base station 101 according to embodiment 1 of the
present invention;

FIG. 9 is a sequence diagram showing, in detail, data trans-
mission between the integrated base station 101 and commu-
nication terminals 201 and 202 according to embodiment 1 of
the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a diagram showing exemplary operations of the
integrated base station 101 according to embodiment 1 of the
present invention;

FIG. 11 is a diagram showing exemplary operations of the
communication terminal 201 according to embodiment 1 of
the present invention;

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing an exemplary frame format
of metadata;

FIG. 13 is a diagram showing an exemplary frame format
of the metadata;

FIG. 14 is a diagram showing an exemplary frame format
of a contents data request packet;

FIG. 15 is a diagram showing an exemplary frame format
of the contents data request packet;

FIG. 16 is a diagram showing exemplary tags;

FIG. 17 is a diagram showing a process performed after the
integrated base station 101 receives contents data request
packets from communication terminals 1 to N until contents
are broadcasted;

FIG. 18 is a diagram showing a detailed transmission
sequence of data transmitted between the integrated base
station 101 and the communication terminals 201 and 202;

FIG. 19A is a diagram showing a process flow in the case
where a contents memory 11 in the integrated base station 101
is updated;

FIG. 19B is a diagram showing a process flow of data
transmission/reception in the integrated base station 101;

FIG. 20 is a diagram showing a process flow of data trans-
mission/reception in the communication terminal 201;

FIG. 21 is a schematic view illustrating an overall configu-
ration of a wireless communication system according to
embodiment 2 of the present invention;

FIG. 22 is a diagram showing a transmission sequence of
data transmitted/received between an integrated base station
101a and a communication terminals 201a and 202a;

FIG. 23 is a diagram showing a flowchart of the integrated
base station 101a according to embodiment 2 of the present
invention;

FIG. 24 is a diagram showing a flowchart of the commu-
nication terminal 201a according to embodiment 2 of the
present invention;

FIG. 25 is diagram showing an exemplary frame format of
metadata;

FIG. 26 is a diagram showing an exemplary frame format
of a contents data request packet;

FIG. 27 is a diagram showing a detailed transmission
sequence of data transmitted/received between the integrated
base station 1014 and the communication terminals 201a and
202a;

FIG. 28 is a diagram showing a flowchart of the integrated
base station 101a;
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FIG. 29 is a diagram showing a flowchart of the commu-
nication terminal 201a;

FIG. 30 is a diagram showing an exemplary frame format
of metadata;

FIG. 31 is a diagram showing an exemplary frame format
of'a contents data request packet;

FIG. 32 is a diagram showing a result of simulation of
communication rate required depending on the number of
users of two-step broadcasting 2 and two-step broadcasting 3;

FIG. 33 is a schematic diagram showing an overall con-
figuration of a wireless communication system according to
embodiment 3 of the present invention;

FIG. 34 is a block diagram showing an exemplary configu-
ration of an integrated base station 1015 according to embodi-
ment 3 of the present invention;

FIG. 35 is a block diagram showing an exemplary configu-
ration of a communication terminal 2015 according to
embodiment 3 of the present invention;

FIG. 36A is a diagram showing an exemplary overall con-
figuration according to embodiment 1 or 2 of the present
invention in which an antenna section 113 is replaced with a
plurality of antennas 1131 and 1132;

FIG. 368 is a diagram showing an exemplary configuration
of a wireless LAN communication section which transmits/
receives a signal using the plurality of antennas 1131 and
1132 shown in FIG. 36A;

FIG. 36C is a diagram showing an exemplary configuration
ofthe wireless LAN communication section which transmits/
receives a signal using the plurality of antennas 1131 and
1132 shown in FIG. 36A;

FIG. 36D is a schematic diagram illustrating signals which
are transmitted simultaneously and are combined on a recep-
tion side;

FIG. 37 is a diagram showing an exemplary overall con-
figuration according to embodiment 3 of the present invention
in which an antenna section 114 is replaced with a plurality of
antennas;

FIG. 38 is a diagram showing an exemplary overall con-
figuration according to one of embodiments 1 to 3 of the
present invention in which the antenna section is replaced
with a plurality of antennas;

FIG. 39A is a diagram showing an exemplary overall con-
figuration according to one of embodiments 1 to 3 of the
present invention in which the antenna section is replaced
with a plurality of antennas;

FIG. 39B is a diagram showing an exemplary configuration
of'a communication section which transmits/receives a signal
using a plurality of antennas shown in FIG. 39A; and

FIG. 40 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
conventional wireless communication system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Hereinafter, respective embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to drawings. Generally,
inawireless LAN format, communication between a wireless
LAN base station and a communication terminal may be
started only after completion of authentication and encryp-
tion, which are connection procedures necessary to perform
in advance. In this situation, a connection which does not
require authentication information such as a password before
start of communication and which allows any communication
terminal to communicate with a base station without substan-
tially requiring authentication procedures is referred to as a
first connection, whereas a connection, which requires the



US 9,237,408 B2

9

authentication procedures requiring authentication informa-
tion such as the password is referred to as a second connec-
tion.

Embodiment 1

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating an overall configu-
ration of a wireless communication system according to
embodiment 1 of the present invention. In FIG. 1, the wireless
communication system includes an integrated base station
(wireless base station) 101, a wireless communication termi-
nal (hereinafter simply referred to as communication termi-
nal) 201, and a server 10. The integrated base station 101 is
connected to the server 10, which is capable of distributing
information relating to various kinds of contents, by using
wireless or wired communication. The integrated base station
101 includes thereinside a contents memory 11 for storing
therein contents. Further, the integrated base station 101 is
capable of mutually communicating with the server 10, and
has a function of caching the contents received from the
server 10 into the contents memory 11.

The communication terminal 201 is a communication ter-
minal capable of receiving information while being moved,
and is typified by a portable terminal, a PDA, a car navigation
device, a PND (Personal Navigation Device) that is a portable
car navigation device, and the like, which are hereinafter
collectively referred to as a communication terminal. The
communication terminal 201 establishes connection with the
integrated base station 101 by using a predetermined com-
munication method (typically, a wireless LAN communica-
tion), and in accordance with the connection method, acces-
sible information is restricted. In other words, when the
integrated base station 101 is connected to the communica-
tion terminal 201 by using the first connection, the commu-
nication terminal 201 is able to receive information from the
contents memory 11 only. On the other hand, when the inte-
grated base station 101 is connected to the communication
terminal 201 by using the second connection, the communi-
cation terminal 201 is able to receive information from the
contents memory 11 as well as from the server 10.

In the following description, an exemplary case where the
communication terminal 201 and the integrated base station
101 are connected to each other by using the wireless LAN
communication will be described. The present invention,
however, is applicable to all communication methods in
which the integrated base station 101 and the communication
terminal 201, which transmit and receive contents, operate
independently of each other, and are capable of performing
spot communication. Therefore, although the explanation
will be based on the wireless LAN system for convenience,
the present invention is not necessarily limited to the wireless
LAN system. For example, a WiMAX in which stations are
located so as to form a spot-type isolated wireless area, mil-
limeter-wave communication in which communication is
performed by using a millimeter wave, optical communica-
tion, and the like are also usable.

With reference to FIG. 2, a definition of contents will be
described. The contents include metadata and contents data.
The contents data indicates contents of information service,
and the metadata indicates information relating to the con-
tents data. When a television program is used as an example
of contents, contents of a television program corresponds to
the contents data, and genre information such as “news” and
“sport”, start time of a broadcast program, channel informa-
tion, and the like correspond to the metadata.

Further, with reference to FIGS. 3 and 4, the first connec-
tion and the second connection will be described. As shown in
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FIG. 3, the second connection is a mode in which the inte-
grated base station 101 determines (authenticates) whether or
not respective communication terminals 201 are permitted to
be connected thereto. As shown in FIG. 4, the first connection
is a mode in which the integrated base station 101 substan-
tially permits all communication terminals 201 to be con-
nected thereto (open authentication, substantially no authen-
tication), and is designed to simplify a procedure performed
by the integrated base station 101 for determining whether or
not connection to the communication terminals 201 are per-
missible, and to reduce the time elapsing until start of com-
munication between the communication terminals 201 and
the integrated base station 101. Details will be described later.

First, the second connection that is a typical authentication
process in the wireless LAN communication will be
described. FIG. 3 is a sequence diagram illustrating a case
where the communication terminal 201 is connected to the
integrated base station 101 by using the second connection.
As shown in FIG. 3, the communication terminal 201 first
performs channel search in order to search for a communica-
tion channel of the integrated base station 101 (step all).
During the channel search, the communication terminal 201
monitors all channels for a predetermined period of time, and
receives a beacon from the integrated base station 101,
thereby confirming the presence of the integrated base station
101 having the channel.

The communication terminal 201 receives the beacon
transmitted from the integrated base station 101 (step a01).
The beacon includes an SSID transmitted from the integrated
base station 101. The communication terminal 201 transmits,
to the integrated base station 101, the SSID provided to the
beacon, that is, a probe request for requesting start of connec-
tion (step a02). Upon reception of the probe request, the
integrated base station 101 transmits a probe reply to the
communication terminal 201 (step a03).

Next, the communication terminal 201 transmits an
authentication request to the integrated base station 101 in
order to obtain authentication permission from the integrated
base station 101 (step a04). Upon reception of the authenti-
cation request, the integrated base station 101 performs a
determination process for determining whether or not con-
nection to the communication terminal 20 that has performed
the authentication request is permissible. For example, in the
wireless LAN communication, the determination process for
connection permission is performed through an exchange of
an encrypted message. Specifically, the integrated base sta-
tion 101 transmits a random value called “challenge” to the
communication terminal 201 (step a05).

Next, the communication terminal 201 encrypts the chal-
lenge by using an encryption key, and transmits the encrypted
challenge response to the integrated base station 101 (step
a06). Uponreception of the encrypted challenge response, the
integrated base station 101 decodes the encrypted challenge,
and when the decoded challenge corresponds to its original
challenge, connection of the communication terminal 201 is
permitted. Based on the series of procedures, the integrated
base station 101 determines whether or not connection to the
communication terminal 201 is permissible, and when the
connection is permitted, the authentication response is trans-
mitted to the communication terminal 201 (step a07).

In FIG. 3, an authentication operation for determining
whether or not connection to the communication terminal 201
is permissible is referred to as an authentication process. In
the authentication process, when the integrated base station
101 determines that connection is permissible, the commu-
nication terminal 201 performs an association request for
establishing logical connection with the integrated base sta-
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tion 101 (step a08). On the other hand, the integrated base
station 101 returns an association reply (step a09). Upon
completion of association, the communication terminal 201
and the integrated base station 101 are able to start commu-
nication (step al0).

Next, FIG. 4 a sequence diagram showing a case where the
communication terminal 201 is connected to the integrated
base station 101 by using the first connection. In the first
connection, unlike the second connection, upon reception of
an authentication request from the communication terminal
201, the integrated base station 101 promptly returns an
authentication response. In FIG. 4, authentication between
the authentication request in step a04 and the authentication
response in step a07 is referred to as an open authentication.
The first connection is a simple connection method in which
the authentication process of the second connection is
replaced with the open authentication. Although the open
authentication is referred to as “authentication”, the inte-
grated base station 101 promptly returns the authentication
response upon reception of the authentication request, as
above described, and thus permits connection of all commu-
nication terminals 201 substantially without authentication.
Therefore, in the authentication process of the second con-
nection shown in FIG. 3, the integrated base station 101 needs
time for various significant processes for strictly determining
whether or not connection with the communication terminal
201 is permissible. On the other hand, the first connection
does not perform such processes, and thus it is possible to
reduce time elapsing from start of connection to start of
communication as compared to the second connection.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing an exemplary configu-
ration of the integrated base station 101 according to embodi-
ment 1 of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 5, respec-
tive sections in the integrated base station 101 are connected
via a system bus, and are capable of transferring data mutu-
ally. An external information communication section 102
transfers contents information from the server 10 to a memory
section, or conversely transtfers information from the memory
section 103 to the server 10 by using a wired communication
technology such as Ethernet (registered trademark) or the
like.

Note that, in the present invention, the external information
communication section 102 of the integrated base station 101
communicates with the server 10, and the communication
need not be performed in a wired manner by using Ethernet
(registered trademark), for example. Instead, communication
with the server 10 may be performed by using a wireless
LAN, an FWA (Fixed Wireless Access), and the like. Accord-
ingly, flexibility in installing the integrated base station 101
can be improved.

The base station control section 120 includes an access
restriction section 121 and a contents memory section 122.
The access restriction section 121 monitors a connection type
of the communication terminal 201 connected to the inte-
grated base station 101, and permits access from the commu-
nication terminal 201 to the server 10 and the contents
memory section 122 when the connection type is the second
connection. On the other hand, when the connection type is
the first connection, the access restriction section 121 prohib-
its access from the communication terminal 201 to the server
10, and only permits access therefrom to the contents memory
section 122. The contents memory section 122 mainly caches
highly public contents among contents included in the server
10. The highly public contents are, for example, town tourist
information, store information, news information, whether
information, traffic information, and the like. That is, the
contents memory section 122 mainly stores therein contents
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which are not subjected to access restriction as a result of the
authentication of the communication terminal 201. Further,
in order to reduce the connection time, the contents memory
section 122 may stores therein contents that are very fre-
quently requested from the communication terminal 201.

A control section 104 includes a communication control
section 123, and a wireless LAN control section 108. The
communication control section 123 is a section for control-
ling the whole of the integrated base station 101, and includes
a profile information control section 115, a communication
control information storage section 126, a receiving buffer
section 215, and a transmitting buffer section 219. The profile
information control section 115 is designed to store therein
information (profile information) necessary for the commu-
nication terminal 201 to establish connection through com-
munication with the wireless LAN communication section
105.

Here, the profile information will be described. The profile
information is a communication channel, identification infor-
mation (e.g., BSSID), encryption information (e.g., a WEP
key) and the like of the wireless LAN control section 108. The
profile information is not limited to the above-described
information as long as the information is designed to facilitate
high-speed simple connection with the wireless LAN control
section 108.

The communication control information storage section
126 stores therein an instruction set for controlling the wire-
less LAN control section 108. A receiving buffer section 215
is used for buffering information received by the wireless
LAN control section 108. In a similar manner, the transmit-
ting buffer section 219 is used for buffering information to be
transmitted by using the wireless LAN control section 108.

The wireless LAN control section 108 is a section to con-
trol the wireless LAN, and includes a frame generation and
transmission/reception control section 125. The wireless
LAN communication section 105 includes a transmitting sec-
tion 106, a receiving section 107, and an antenna section 113.
A wireless LAN startup information storage section 501 has
information for starting the wireless LAN communication
section of the communication terminal 201, and attaches
wireless LAN startup information to a packet to be transmit-
ted to the communication terminal 201.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing an exemplary configu-
ration of the communication terminal 201 according to
embodiment 1 of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 6,
respective sections in the communication terminal 201 are
connected via a system bus, and thus are able to transfer data
mutually. The communication terminal 201 includes a control
section 802, a wireless LAN communication section 804, a
memory section 220, an input section 217, a terminal control
section 227, a display section 218, and a sensor section 228.

The wireless LAN communication section 804 includes a
transmitting section 207, a receiving section 208, an antenna
section 209, and a wireless LAN power supply section 807.
The control section 802 includes a communication control
section 226 and a wireless LAN control section 805. The
communication control section 226 controls the wireless
LAN control section 805. The wireless LAN control section
805 includes a wireless LAN power supply control section
806, a profile information setting section 205, and a frame
generation and transmission/reception control section 225.
The profile information setting section 205 obtains, from a
profile information storage section 214, profile information
of a wireless LAN to be connected, and sets connection
information for its own wireless LAN communication.

The memory section 220 is used for storing and buffering
data ofthe communication terminal 201. The memory section
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220 includes a profile information storage section 214, a
communication control information storage section 223, a
receiving buffer section 215, and a transmitting buffer section
219. The profile information storage section 214 stores
therein information (i.e., profile information and the like)
which is received by the communication terminal 201 and is
necessary for connection with the integrated base station 101.
Further, the communication control information storage sec-
tion 223 stores therein an instruction set necessary for the
communication terminal 201 to perform communication. The
input section 217 is a section to which a user operation is
inputted.

The terminal control section 227 is a section for controlling
a terminal function of the communication terminal 201, and
includes a request contents filter section 221, a display control
section 216, and a user attribute extraction section 222. The
display control section 216 controls information displayed on
adisplay section 218 of the communication terminal 201. The
user attribute extraction section 222 extracts an attribute and
apreference of a user (hereinafter referred to as user attribute
information) in accordance with information from a sensor
section 228. The request contents filter section 221 filters
metadata received from the integrated base station 101 so as
to obtain contents that coincide with the user in accordance
with the user attribute information extracted by the user
attribute extraction section 222. Request information
obtained through filtering by the request contents filter sec-
tion 221 is transmitted from the communication terminal 201
to the integrated base station 101. Accordingly, the commu-
nication terminal 201 receives information that strongly cor-
relates with the preference of the user of the terminal.

FIG. 7 shows a schematic diagram of a transmission
sequence from the integrated base station 101. One of the
features of the present invention is that depending on whether
connection between the communication terminal 201 and the
integrated base station 101 is established by using the first
connection or the second connection, information accessible
by the communication terminal 201 is restricted. Accord-
ingly, the integrated base station 101 also needs to have com-
munication intervals using these two connections. As shown
in FIG. 7, the integrated base station 101 is configured so as to
repeat the communication interval using the first connection
and the communication interval using the second connection.
The two communication intervals need not have fixed time
lengths, and may be changed dynamically. That is, when there
is a plurality of the communication terminals 201 performing
communication with the integrated base station 101, and most
ofthe communication terminals use the first connection, then
it is possible to set the length of the communication interval
using the first connection longer. Accordingly, it is possible to
effectively utilize a communication band.

With reference to FIG. 8, a process flow of the integrated
base station 101 (FIG. 6) will be described. As shown in FIG.
8, the integrated base station 101 receives a request packet
from the communication terminal 201 (step S502). Next, the
access restriction section 121 checks a connection method for
connecting with the communication terminal 201 (step
S503). When connection with the communication terminal
201 is established by using the second connection, the inte-
grated base station 101 sets such that the communication
terminal 201 is accessible to both of the contents memory
section 122 and the server 10 (step S505). When the connec-
tion with the communication terminal 201 is established by
using the first connection, the integrated base station 101 sets
such that the communication terminal 201 is accessible to the
contents memory section 122 only (step S506).
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Here, a method for checking, by the access control (restric-
tion) section 121, the connection method for connecting with
the communication terminal 201 and will be described. Vari-
ous methods may be considered as the method for checking,
by the access control (restriction) section 121, the connection
method for connecting with the communication terminal 201.
For example, the integrated base station 101 preferably
stores, in the access restriction section 121 or the like, a MAC
address of a communication terminal to be connected thereto
and the connection method, so as to identify the connection
method for connection with the communication terminal 201
in accordance with a MAC address of a source of a received
packet (i.e., the MAC address of the communication terminal
201).

Further, a method may be used in which the integrated base
station 101 has an SSID for the first connection and an SSID
for the second connection, such that the communication ter-
minal 201 selects the SSID for connection with the integrated
base station 101 in accordance with the first connection and
the second connection. Still further, by preparing individual
encryption keys (e.g., a WEP key or the like) for the first
connection and the second connection, it may be possible for
the integrated base station 101 to determine whether the com-
munication terminal 201 has sent a packet by using the first
connection or the second connection.

The access control (restriction) section 121 may check the
connection method for connecting with the communication
terminal 201 by using the above-described methods in a com-
bined manner, or need not necessarily use the methods. For
example, the access restriction section 121 may determine
that the first connection is used for the connection with the
communication terminal 201 when contents of a request
packet requested by the communication terminal 201 is
stored in the contents memory section 122. On the other hand,
the access restriction section 121 may determine that the
second connection is used for the connection with the com-
munication terminal 201 when the contents of the request
packet requested by the communication terminal 201 is not
stored in the contents memory section 122, but in the server
10.

Alternatively, the communication terminal 201 may deter-
mine, based on metadata received thereby, the connection
method for connection with the integrated base station 101,
whereas the access control (restriction) section 121 may
determine whether the first connection or the second connec-
tion is used in accordance with the connection method deter-
mined by the communication terminal 201. In this case, the
communication terminal 201 is able to identify, based on the
received metadata, whether the requested contents are stored
in the integrated base station 101 or in the server 10. When the
requested contents are stored in the integrated base station
101, the communication terminal 201 establishes connection
with the integrated base station 101 using the first connection.
On the other hand, when the requested contents are stored in
the server 10, the communication terminal 201 establishes
connection with the integrated base station 101 using the
second connection.

Further, another feature of the present invention is that the
integrated base station 101 efficiently transmits information
while combining broadcasting and communication. FIG. 9
shows, in detail, a data transmission sequence in the present
invention. In FIG. 9, data 609 and 614 indicated with ellipses
is data transmitted from the integrated base station 101 by
using broadcasting. The communication intervals 604 and
608 are each an interval using the second connection. First,
the integrated base station 101 broadcasts the metadata 609 in
a metadata transmission interval 601 to a communication
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terminal 201 and a communication terminal 202. The com-
munication terminals 201 and 202 process the received meta-
data 609 in their request contents filter sections 221, so as to
determine contents data to be requested. The communication
terminals 201 and 202 transmit and receive, to and from the
integrated base station 10, data 610 and 612 used in a first
connection process and requests 611 and 613 for contents
data. The integrated base station 101 collects the requested
contents data in a contents data transmission interval 603, and
broadcasts contents data 614 requested as a result of the
collection.

FIG. 10 shows an exemplary operation performed by the
integrated base station 101, in which broadcasting and com-
munication are combined together. As shown in FIG. 9 and
FIG. 10, the integrated base station 101 transmits metadata
609 in metadata transmission intervals 601 and 605 (step
S702). Next, the integrated base station 101 establishes, by
using the first connection, connection with the communica-
tion terminal 201 which has received the metadata 609 (step
S703). The integrated base station 101 receives contents data
request packets 611 and 613 transmitted from the communi-
cation terminal 201 in the contents data request intervals 602
and 606 (step S704), and summarizes the contents data
request packets so as to generate data to be transmitted (step
S705). The integrated base station 101 then transmits the
contents data 614 in contents data transmission intervals 603
and 607 (step S706).

Next, when there is a communication terminal 201 request-
ing a second connection process in normal communication
intervals 604 and 608, the integrated base station 101 per-
forms the second connection process for connection with the
communication terminal 201 (step S708), and performs nor-
mal wireless LAN communication (step S709). When there is
no communication terminal 201 requesting the second con-
nection process in the communication intervals 604 and 608,
the process is terminated.

FIG. 11 shows a process flow of the communication termi-
nal 201. As shown in FIG. 9 and FIG. 11, the communication
terminal 201 receives metadata from the integrated base sta-
tion 101 in metadata transmission intervals 601 and 605 (step
S802). Next, the communication terminal 201 determines, in
its request contents filter section 221, contents desired to be
received, and stores a list of contents data requests in a trans-
mission buffer (step S803). The communication terminal 201
then performs the first connection process for connection
with the integrated base station 101 in the contents data
request intervals 602 and 606 (step S804), and transmits a
contents data request packet to the integrated base station 101
(step S805). Next, the communication terminal 201 receives
contents data from the integrated base station 101 in the
contents data transmission intervals 603 and 607 (step S806).
In the case of requiring more personal information and
detailed information, the communication terminal 201 per-
forms normal communication with the integrated base station
101. In the case of performing the normal communication
(Yes in step S807), the communication terminal 201 performs
the second connection process for connection with the inte-
grated base station 101 (step S808), so as to start the normal
communication (step 809). In the case of no normal commu-
nication being performed, the process is terminated.

FIG. 12 shows a frame format of metadata transmitted
from the integrated base station 101. As shown in FIG. 12, the
metadata transmitted from the integrated base station 101
generally includes data equivalent to a plurality of contents.
Metadata corresponding to certain contents has added thereto
a contents 1D and a tag corresponding to the contents ID.
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The frame format of the metadata is not necessarily limited
to such a format shown in FIG. 12 as long as the frame format
includes the contents ID and the tag indicative of meta infor-
mation. For example, a frame format shown in FIG. 13 may
be applicable. As shown in FIG. 13, a list of metadata of
contents transmitted from the integrated base station 101 is
transmitted, and then contents IDs and index information of
tags may be added. Accordingly, duplicated tags are not trans-
mitted in a duplicated state, which contributes to reduction in
an amount of data to be transmitted.

FIG. 14 shows an exemplary frame format of a contents
data request packet transmitted by the communication termi-
nal 201 to the integrated base station 101. With reference to
FIG. 14, the integrated base station 101 transmits requesting
contents IDs to the integrated base station 101. In the case of
requesting normal data, the communication terminal 201 uses
a URL request or the like. However, by assigning ID numbers
to contents data cached in the integrated base station 101, it is
possible to significantly reduce an amount of data requested
by the communication terminal 201.

The communication terminal 201 need not necessarily use
the contents ID for performing contents data request. Instead,
as shown in FIG. 15, for example, tags may be used for
contents request. Accordingly, in addition that the amount of
information of request packets transmitted by the communi-
cation terminal 201 is reduced, the communication terminal
201 is able to determine contents desired to be received, in
accordance with the tag, instead of individual contents. Thus,
itis possible to reduce time required for filtering for obtaining
contents to be requested.

FIG. 16 shows exemplary tags. The tag is different from a
category in that use of the tag enables addition of a plurality
of'pieces of attribute information to one piece of information.
For example, to movie information, “news” and “entertain-
ment” tags may be added, and to restaurant information,
“coupon” and “restaurant” tags may be added. Tags are added
to contents, and request for desired contents are performed
accordingly, whereby it is possible to request contents suit-
able to a preference of a user of the communication terminal
201 while a load of a filtering process placed on the commu-
nication terminal 201 is reduced.

With reference to FIG. 17, processing from reception of
contents data request packets from communication terminals
201 to 20N through to broadcasting of the contents, per-
formed by the integrated base station 101, will be described.
The communication terminals 201 to 20N request for tags of
their desired contents, respectively. Here, suppose that the
communication terminal 201 requests for “tag A” and “tag
B”, the communication terminal 202 requests for “tag A”,
“tag C”, and “tag D”, and the communication terminal 20N
requests for “tag A” and “tag D”. The integrated base station
101 summarizes tags requested by the communication termi-
nals 201 to 20N, and refers to a table owned thereby. As a
result of the summary, the tags requested by the communica-
tion terminals 201 to 20N are “tag A”, “tag B”, “tag C”, and
“tag D”, and thus contents to be transmitted are “contents 17,
“contents 27, “contents 3, “contents 4”, and “contents 5”.
The integrated base station 101 broadcasts the summarized
contents.

In this manner, the integrated base station 101 summarizes
request information from the respective communication ter-
minals 201 to 20N, and broadcasts contents corresponding to
the summarized request information, whereby it is possible to
minimize an amount of data for transmitting information
requested by all the communication terminals 201 to 20N.

As shown in FIG. 18, the integrated base station 101 may
be configured so as to broadcast a fixed amount of contents
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without receiving any request from the communication ter-
minals 201 and 202. In FIG. 18, data 609 and 1501 indicated
with ellipses is data transmitted from the integrated base
station 101 by using broadcasting. The integrated base station
101 broadcasts metadata 609 to the communication terminal
201 and the communication terminal 202 in the metadata
transmission intervals 601 and 605. In this case, the integrated
base station 101 performs broadcasting including metadata of
contents that are not cached in the contents memory 11. Next,
the integrated base station 101 broadcasts the contents data
1501 to the communication terminal 201 and the communi-
cation terminal 202 in the contents data transmission intervals
603 and 606. The communication terminals 201 and 202
receive, through individual communication, contents that are
not broadcasted in normal communication intervals 604 and
608. Specifically, the communication terminals 201 and 202
transmit and receive data 1502 and 1505 used for the first
connection process and contents data request packets 1503
and 1506 to and from the integrated base station 101. The
integrated base station 101 transmits individually requested
contents data 1504 and 1507 to the communication terminals
201 and 202.

Next, a method for determining contents to be broadcasted
by the integrated base station 101 in contents data transmis-
sion intervals 603 and 606 will be described. In the contents
data transmission intervals 603 and 606 in the integrated base
station 101, it is preferable to broadcast contents data very
frequently requested by the communication terminals 201
and 202. This is because frequency of individual requests of
the contents data is reduced in the normal communication
intervals 604 and 608. Data broadcasted by the integrated
base station 101 in the contents data transmission intervals
603 and 606 includes contents data frequently requested by
the communication terminals 201 and 202 in the normal
communication intervals 604 and 608, in addition to contents
data to be transmitted by all means such as town notice,
emergency information, and the like. Probability that con-
tents data, among all contents data, requested by the commu-
nication terminals 201 and 202 are transmitted in the contents
data transmission intervals 603 and 606, is defined as a hit
rate. In this situation, when information, which is frequently
requested by the communication terminals 201 and 202 indi-
vidually in the normal communication intervals 604 and 608,
is broadcasted in the contents data transmission intervals 603
and 606, it is possible to raise the hit rate.

FIG. 19A shows a flow chart of updating of the contents
memory 11 in the integrated base station 101, based on the
method illustrated in FIG. 18. As shown in FIG. 19A, the
integrated base station 101 receives from the server 10 con-
tents to be cached in the contents memory 11 (step S1602).
Next, the integrated base station 101 determines whether or
not to update the contents, and receives the contents again
from the server 10 in the case of updating the contents to be
cached (Yes in step S1603). On the other hand, in the case of
not updating the contents, the process is terminated (step
S1604). Determination of whether or not to update the con-
tents is preferably performed regularly, but is not necessarily
performed so. Alternatively, a configuration may be possible
in which when contents being cached is updated on the server
10, the server 10 provides a trigger, such that the contents
being cached in the integrated base station 101 is updated.

FIG. 19B shows a flow chart of data transmission/reception
performed on the integrated base station 101, based on the
method illustrated in FIG. 18. As shown in FIG. 18 and FIG.
19B, the integrated base station 101 transmits metadata 609 in
metadata transmission intervals 601 and 605 (step S1702).
Next, the integrated base station 101 transmits contents data
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1501 in contents data transmission intervals 603 and 606 (step
S1703) by using broadcasting. Then, the integrated base sta-
tion 101 performs the second connection process for connec-
tion with the communication terminals 201 and 202 (step
S1704), and receives contents data request packets 1503 and
1506 transmitted from the communication terminals 201 and
202 (step S1705). Thereafter, the integrated base station 101
transmits contents data 1504 and 1507 in accordance with a
request packet 1503 and 1506 (step S1706). Further, the inte-
grated base station 101 transmits request information to the
server 10 in order to improve the hit rate (step S1707).

FIG. 20 shows a flow chart of data transmission/reception
performed on the communication terminal 201, based on the
method illustrated in FIG. 18. As shown in FIG. 18 and FIG.
20, the communication terminal 201 receives the metadata
609 from the integrated base station 101 in the metadata
transmission intervals 601 and 605 (step S1802). Next, the
communication terminal 201 determines, in its request con-
tents filter section 221, contents desired to be received, and
stores a list of contents data requests in a transmission buffer
(step S1803). Next, the communication terminal 201 receives
contents data 1501 in the contents data transmission intervals
603 and 606 (step S1804). Then communication terminal 201
performs, in the normal communication intervals 604 and
608, the second connection process for connection with the
integrated base station 101 in order to receive, in contents data
transmission intervals 603 and 606, contents data yet to be
broadcasted (step S1805), and transmits a contents data
request packet 1503 to the integrated base station 101 (step
S1806). As a result, the communication terminal 201 finally
receives contents data 1504 that is yet to be broadcasted or
received, in the normal communication interval 604 and 608,
from the integrated base station 101 (step S1807).

As described above, according to the present invention,
when the integrated base station 101 is connected to the
communication terminal 201 by using the first connection,
the communication terminal 201 is able to obtain contents
stored in the contents memory 11. On the other hand, when
the integrated base station 101 is connected to the communi-
cation terminal 201 by using the second connection, the com-
munication terminal 201 is able to obtain contents stored in
both the contents memory 11 and the server 10. That is,
switching between the first connection and the second con-
nection enables reduction in time necessary for the commu-
nication terminal 201 to obtain contents while maintaining
security.

Embodiment 2

FIG. 21 is a schematic view illustrating an overall configu-
ration of a wireless communication system according to
embodiment 2 of the present invention. In FIG. 21, the wire-
less communication system includes an integrated base sta-
tion 1014, a communication terminal 201a, and a server 10. In
FIG. 21, a solid arrow shows a flow of communication data,
and a broken arrow shows a flow of broadcast data. The
integrated base station 101¢ has metadata 1906, frequently
requested contents data 1907, and individually requested con-
tents data 1908 stored in its contents memory 11.

In comparison with embodiment 1, embodiment 2 has a
feature that the contents data accumulated in the contents
memory 11 of the integrated base station 101a is divided into
frequently requested contents data 1907 which is relatively
frequently requested, and individually requested contents
data 1908 which is relatively less frequently requested. The
individually requested contents data 1908 is transmitted upon
request from the communication terminal 201a. Accordingly,
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the invention according to embodiment 2 can achieve reduc-
tion in time necessary for the integrated base station 101a to
perform a transmission data generation process, while a high
hit rate is maintained. Since basic configurations of the inte-
grated base station 101a¢ and the communication terminal
201a are the same as those shown in embodiment 1, common
reference numerals will be applied to common sections, and
description thereof will be omitted.

Among the contents data included in the contents memory
11, the frequently requested contents data 1907 is such con-
tents data that is transmitted regardless of the degree of fre-
quency of requests, and is, for example, contents data that is
frequently requested from the communication terminal 201a,
town information, emergency information, and disaster infor-
mation. Such contents data is, statistically, highly likely to be
requested by the communication terminal 201a, and thus is
transmitted regardless of whether or not a request for the
contents data is made by the communication terminal 201a at
a certain time point. Accordingly, the frequency for changing
an arrangement of a transmission queue of the frequently
requested contents data 1907 is lower than that for the indi-
vidually requested contents data 1908.

The individually requested contents data 1908 is such con-
tents data that is less frequently requested by the communi-
cation terminal 201a as compared to the frequently requested
contents data 1907. The metadata 1906 includes metadata of
the frequently requested contents data 1907 and the individu-
ally requested contents data 1908. The communication ter-
minal 201a grasps contents data in the contents memory 11 by
means of the metadata 1906. Based on the frequently
requested contents data 1907, the communication terminal
201a receives contents data which is statistically frequently
requested by many users. Thereafter, the communication ter-
minal 201a receives, as the individually requested contents
data 1908, contents data that is not able to be received as the
frequently requested contents data 1907 in spite of a contents
data request made in a contents data request interval.

Hereinafter, details will be described. FIG. 22 is a diagram
showing a transmission sequence of data transmitted between
the integrated base station 101a and the communication ter-
minals 201a and 202a according to embodiment 2. A method
used for the data transmission is referred to as a two-step
broadcasting A method. In FIG. 22, data 1906, 1907, and
1908 indicated with ellipses is data transmitted from the
integrated base station 101a by using broadcasting.

The integrated base station 101« has a metadata transmis-
sion interval 2001, a contents data request interval 2002, a
contents transmission interval 2003, and a normal communi-
cation interval 2006. Further, the contents transmission inter-
val 2003 includes a frequently requested contents data broad-
casting interval 2004 and an individual contents data
transmission interval 2005.

FIG. 23 shows a flowchart of the integrated base station
101a according to embodiment 2. As shown in FIGS. 22 and
23, the integrated base station 101a transmits metadata 1906
to communication terminals 201a and 2024 in the metadata
transmission interval 2001 (stepS2101). Next, the integrated
base station 101a performs a first connection process for
connection with the communication terminals 201a and 2024
in the contents data request interval 2002 (stepS2102), and
receives contents data request packets 2009 and 2011 from
the communication terminals 201a and 202a (stepS2103).

The integrated base station 101a broadcasts the frequently
requested contents data 1907 to the communication terminals
201a 202a in the frequently requested contents data broad-
casting interval 2004 (stepS2104). Next, the integrated base
station 101a performs an individually requested contents data
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generation process in the individual contents data transmis-
sion interval 2005 (stepS2105), and transmits the generated
individually requested contents data 1908 to the communica-
tion terminals 201a and 202a (stepS2106). The integrated
base station 101a then determines whether or not to perform
normal communication with the communication terminals
201a and 202a in the normal communication interval 2006
(stepS2107). In the case of performing the normal communi-
cation, the integrated base station 101a performs the second
connection process for connection with the communication
terminals 201a and 202aq to perform the normal communica-
tion (stepS2109). In the case of not performing the normal
communication (No in stepS2107), the integrated base station
101a ends the processing (step S2110).

FIG. 24 shows a flowchart of the communication terminal
201a according to embodiment 2. As shown in FIGS. 22 and
24, the communication terminal 201a first receives the meta-
data 1906 from the integrated base station 101« during the
metadata transmission interval 2001 (stepS2201). The com-
munication terminal 201a selects, based on the received
metadata 1906, contents data desired to be received
(stepS2202). The communication terminal 201a then per-
forms the first connection process for connection with the
integrated base station 101a in the contents data request inter-
val 2002 (stepS2203), and transmits the contents data request
packet 2009 (stepS2204).

Next, the integrated base station 201a receives the fre-
quently requested contents data 1907 in the frequently
requested contents data broadcasting interval 2004
(stepS2205), and receives the individually requested contents
data 1908 in the individual contents data transmission interval
2005 (stepS2206). The communication terminal 201a then
determines whether or not to perform normal communication
with the integrated base station 101a (stepS2207). In the case
of performing the normal communication, the communica-
tion terminals 201a performs the second connection process
for connection with the integrated base station 101a
(stepS2208) and performs the normal communication
(stepS2209). In the case of not performing the normal com-
munication (No in stepS2207), the communication terminal
201a terminates the processing (stepS2110).

FIG. 25 shows a frame format of metadata transmitted
from the integrated base station 101a. As shown in FIG. 25,
the metadata transmitted from the integrated base station
101a generally includes data of a plurality of contents. Meta-
data corresponding to certain contents includes a contents ID,
a tag corresponding to the contents ID, and transmission
identification information. The transmission identification
information includes bit information for identifying whether
or not contents data corresponding to the contents ID is to
broadcast in the frequently requested contents data broadcast-
ing interval 2004.

FIG. 26 shows a frame format of a contents data request
packet to be transmitted to the integrated base station 101a by
the communication terminal 201a. With reference to FIG. 26,
the communication terminal 201a basically specifies con-
tents data desired to be received by using a tag. Further, when
the contents data desired to be received is scheduled to be
received in the frequently requested contents data broadcast-
ing interval 2004 at a later time, the communication terminal
201a sets an identification flag on a tag reception flag so as to
indicate that the contents are desired to be received and is to
be received later.

Accordingly, the integrated base station 101qa is able to
identify contents data having a high hit rate and contents data
having a low hit rate, among the frequently requested contents
data 1907. Thus, the integrated base station 101a is able to
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replace, in the frequently requested contents data 1907, con-
tents data having a low hit rate with contents data requested
very frequently.

Generally, a contents request made by users tends to be
focused on specific contents. In accordance with embodiment
2, the contents data frequently requested by users is broad-
casted in a fixed manner in the frequently requested contents
data broadcasting interval 2004, whereas the remaining con-
tents are broadcasted in the individual contents data transmis-
sion interval 2005, whereby an amount of contents, in the
transmission queue, to be replaced by the integrated base
station 101a is reduced. Accordingly, it is possible to reduce
waiting time until data transmission.

Above described configuration in embodiment 2 is an
example in which the contents data request interval 2002 is
provided, and based on information requested in the interval,
the frequently requested contents data 1907 is broadcasted in
the frequently requested contents data broadcasting interval
2004. However, the present invention is not limited to the
configuration. For example, a configuration as shown in FIG.
27 may be applicable in which the integrated base station
101a does not have the contents data request interval 2002,
and receives contents data requests 2009 and 2011 in the
individual contents data transmission interval 2005a. The
communication terminals 20le¢ and 202a¢ individually
requests, in the individual contents data transmission interval
20054, for contents data which has not been broadcasted in
the frequently requested contents data broadcasting interval
2004. This type of method is referred to as a two-step broad-
casting B method. Accordingly, the integrated base station
101a does not need collect the contents data together to gen-
erate a frame for broadcasting in accordance with the requests
from the communication terminals 201a and 202a. Thus,
reduction in a load on the integrated base station 101a can be
expected.

FIG. 28 shows a flowchart of the integrated base station
1014 in the above-described method. As shown in FIGS. 27
and 28, the integrated base station 101a transmits metadata
(stepS2101), and broadcasts the frequently requested con-
tents data 1907 in the frequently requested contents data
broadcasting interval 2004 (stepS2601). Next, the integrated
base station 101a performs the first connection process for
connection with the communication terminals 201a and 2024
in the individual contents data transmission interval 2005a
(stepS2102), and receives contents data request packets 2009
and 2011 from the communication terminals 201a and 202a
(stepS2602). The integrated base station 101a transmits the
individually requested contents data 19084 and 19085 corre-
sponding to the requests (stepS2603).

FIG. 29 shows a flowchart of the communication terminal
201a. As shown in FIGS. 27 and 29, after selection of contents
desired to be received, the communication terminal 201a
receives the frequently requested contents data 1907 in the
frequently requested contents data broadcasting interval 2004
(stepS2701). Next, the communication terminal 201a per-
forms the first connection process for connection with the
integrated base station 101« in the individual contents trans-
mission interval 2005a (stepS2203), transmits a contents data
request packet 2009 (stepS2702), and receives the individu-
ally requested contents data 1908a (stepS2703).

In embodiment 2 of the present invention, the frame format
of the metadata transmitted from the integrated base station
101a is not limited to the format shown in FIG. 25. For
example, as shown in FIG. 30, the frame format is configured
such that tags are listed, and then index information, i.e., ID
information of a tag included in contents, and the index infor-
mation together with contents ID are added to the list of tags.
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Accordingly, tags of contents can be concentrated together,
and consequently reduction in an amount of transmission data
can be expected.

Further, the contents data request packet transmitted by the
communication terminal 2014 to the integrated base station
101a is not necessarily limited to a configuration in which a
request for receiving desired contents data is based on the tags
as shown in FIG. 26. Instead, as shown in FIG. 31, the con-
tents data request packet may be configured such that a
request for receiving desired contents data is based on the
individual contents IDs. Accordingly, the communication ter-
minal 201a is able to appropriately specify information that is
highly preferred by the user, and to perform a request for
contents transmission.

FIG. 32 shows a result of simulation of communication
rates required depending on the number of users using the
two-step broadcasting A method and the two-step broadcast-
ing B method. Here, a communication area length of the
wireless LAN is 100 m (50 m in radius), and a moving speed
of'the communication terminal 201a is 5 km/h supposing that
the communication terminal is carried by a person walking.
Further, it is assumed that the frequently requested contents
data broadcasting interval 2004 has the same length as the
individual contents data transmission interval 20054, and that
80% of requests from the communication terminal 2014 are
converged to 20% of contents. Still further, as comparative
targets to the two-step broadcasting A method and two-step
broadcasting B method, the following cases are considered: a
case (1) where the integrated base station 101a transmits all
the metadata and summaries by using communication, a case
(2) where the integrated base station 101a transmits all the
metadata and summaries by using broadcasting, and a case
(3) where the metadata is transmitted by using broadcasting
and the summaries are transmitted by using communication.

As shown in FIG. 32, in the case where the metadata and
the summaries are transmitted by using communication, or in
the case where the metadata is transmitted by using broad-
casting and the summaries are transmitted by using commu-
nication, the amount of data to be transmitted increases as the
number of users increases, and thus the communication rate
required is increased accordingly. On the other hand, in the
case where the metadata and the summaries are transmitted
by using broadcasting, the communication rate required is
constant regardless of the number of users. Suppose a case
where, as a user density, 10 to 40 users, each having a tech-
nology proposed in the present invention, are present in an
area of 100 m square. In such a case, the communication rate
required based the two-step broadcasting A method and the
two-step broadcasting B method is significantly decreased as
compared to that based on another method.

Embodiment 3

FIG. 33 is a schematic diagram illustrating an overall con-
figuration of a wireless communication system according to
embodiment 3 of the present invention. In FIG. 33, the wire-
less communication system includes an integrated base sta-
tion 1015, a communication terminal 2015, and a server 10. In
embodiment 3, as compared to embodiments 1 and 2, in order
to reduce time required before starting communication, other
wireless communication (hereinafter referred to as control-
wireless communication) than the wireless LAN communi-
cation is used, and communication channel information and
identification information of the integrated base station 1015
are exchanged in advance. Accordingly, it is possible to
reduce time required for searching for a communication
channel in the integrated base station 1015, for example, as
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shown in FIG. 3. In addition, the integrated base station 1015
transmits beacons at predetermined intervals when the wire-
less LAN communication is used. Thus, it is possible to
reduce waiting time during which the communication termi-
nal 2015 waits for transmission of the beacons from the
integrated base station 1015.

The control-wireless communication may be adapted to all
communication methods in which the integrated base station
1015 and the communication terminal 2015 operate indepen-
dently of each other, and which allows spot communication.
Since operation in energy saving mode is preferable, the
communication method such as a Zigbee may be considered
as a prospect of the control-wireless communication. By
using the control-wireless communication requiring low
power consumption, it is possible to reduce battery consump-
tion in the communication terminal 2015. In addition, in the
control-wireless communication, the communication termi-
nal 2015 preferably has a function of automatically waking up
from a sleeping state to start communication (WOR: Wake On
Radio) when entering a communication area. Accordingly,
the communication terminal 2015 waits while using a saved
power in an area outside a communication area, and wakes up
from the sleeping state when being moved into the commu-
nication area, so as to be automatically connected to the
integrated base station 1015. Therefore, by using the control-
wireless communication, the communication terminal 2015
continuously searches for an area while using the saved
power, and is able to be connected to the integrated base
station 1016 promptly upon detection of the area.

The Bluetooth may be one of the prospects for low power
consumption technology, however, this method does not have
the WOR function, and thus it is unfit to utilize Bluetooth to
perform the above-described operation. In addition, it is
desirable that a process time before start of communication is
short. In this regard, Zigbee is more preferable than Bluetooth
since Bluetooth requires about several seconds for connec-
tion. As another prospect, a DSRC (Dedicated Short Range
Communication) system, which is a communication method
developed for high-speed vehicles, is able to achieve high-
speed connection, and thus is preferable. The DSRC is a
wireless method capable of transmitting information to a
communication terminal at a high speed. Thus, use of this
method enables the communication terminal 2015 to reduce
time for transmitting/receiving contents from an integrated
base station 1015, and thus this method is also preferable in
this regard.

As a physical layer used for the control-wireless commu-
nication, various specified low power wireless communica-
tion such as a UHF band and the like, and a UWB (Ultra Wide
Band) and the like may be used, in addition to the physical
layer used for the above-described communication methods.
Further, without limiting to the wireless communication,
optical communication using an optical beacon, for example,
may be used.

FIG. 34 is ablock diagram showing an exemplary configu-
ration of the integrated base station 1015 according to
embodiment 3 of the present invention. In FIG. 34, the inte-
grated base station 1015 further includes a control-wireless
communication section 110 in contrast to the integrated base
stations 101 and 101« according to embodiments 1 and 2. A
control section 104 further includes a control wireless control
section 109. Respective sections in the integrated base station
1015 are connected via a system bus, and thus are able to
transfer data mutually. An external information communica-
tion section 102 is designed to transfer contents information
from the server 10 to a memory 103 by means of a wired
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communication technology such as Ethernet (registered
trademark), or to transfer information in the memory 103 to
the server 10, conversely.

A base station control section 120 has an access restriction
section 121 and a contents memory section 122. The access
restriction section 121 monitors a connection type of the
communication terminal 2015 which is connected to the inte-
grated base station 1015, and permits access from the com-
munication terminal 2015 to the server 10 and to the contents
memory section 122 when the connection type is the second
connection. On the other hand, the access restriction section
121 prohibits the access from the communication terminal
2015 to the server 10 when the connection type is the first
connection, and permits access to the contents memory sec-
tion 122 only. The contents memory section 122 mainly
caches highly public contents among information in the
server 10. The highly public contents are, for example, typi-
fied by town tourist information, store information, news
information, weather information, traffic information, and the
like.

The control section 104 includes a communication control
section 123, a control-wireless control section 109, and a
wireless LAN control section 108. The communication con-
trol section 123 is a section for controlling the whole of the
integrated base station 101, and includes a profile information
control section 115, a communication control information
storage section 126, a receiving buffer section 215, and a
transmitting buffer section 219. The profile information con-
trol section 115 is designed to store information (i.e., profile
information or the like) necessary for the communication
terminal 2015 to establish connection with the wireless LAN
communication section 105 through communication. The
profile information has been described above.

The communication control information storage section
126 stores therein an instruction set for controlling the control
wireless control section 109 and the wireless LAN control
section 108. The receiving buffer section 215 is used for
buffering information received by the wireless LAN control
section 108 and the control wireless control section 109. In a
similar manner, the transmitting buffer section 219 is used for
buffering information to be transmitted by using the wireless
LAN control section 108 and the control wireless control
section 109.

The control wireless control section 109 is a section for
controlling the control-wireless communication, and
includes a frame generation and transmission/reception con-
trol section 124 for controlling generation of a frame and
transmission/reception of a frame. In a similar manner, the
wireless LAN control section 108 is a section for controlling
the wireless LAN communication, and includes a frame gen-
eration and transmission/reception control section 125. The
wireless LAN communication section 105 includes a trans-
mitting section 106, a receiving section 107, and an antenna
section 113. Further, the control-wireless communication
section 110 includes a transmitting section 111, a receiving
section 112, and an antenna section 114. The wireless LAN
startup information storage section 501 retains information
for starting the wireless LAN communication section 804 of
the communication terminal 2015, and transmits startup
information to the control wireless control section 109,
whereby the wireless LAN startup information is attached to
a packet transmitted by using the control-wireless communi-
cation.

FIG. 35 is a block diagram showing an exemplary configu-
ration of the communication terminal 2016 according to
embodiment 3 of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 35,
respective sections in the communication terminal 2015 are
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connected via a system bus, and thus are able to transfer data
mutually. A wireless LAN communication section 804
includes a transmitting section 207, a receiving section 208,
an antenna section 209, and a wireless LAN power supply
section 807. The control-wireless communication section
210 includes a transmitting section 211, a receiving section
212, and an antenna section 213.

The control section 802 includes a control-wireless control
section 203, a communication control section 226, and a
wireless LAN control section 805. The communication con-
trol section 226 controls the wireless LAN control section
805 and the control-wireless control section 203. The control-
wireless control section 203 includes a frame generation and
transmission/reception control section 224 for controlling
generation and transmission/reception of a frame. The wire-
less LAN control section 805 includes a wireless LAN power
supply control section 806, a profile information setting sec-
tion 205, and a frame generation and transmission/reception
control section 225. The profile information setting section
205 obtains, from a profile information storage section 214,
profile information of the wireless LAN to be connected
thereto, and sets connection information for its own wireless
LAN communication.

The memory 220 is used for storing and buffering data of
communication terminal 2015. The memory 220 includes a
profile information storage section 214, a communication
control information storage section 223, a receiving buffer
section 215, and a transmitting buffer section 219. The profile
information storage section 214 stores therein information
(i.e., profile information or the like) which is received by the
communication terminal 2015 and is necessary for establish-
ing connection with the integrated base station 1015. Further,
the communication control information storage section 223
stores therein an instruction set necessary for the communi-
cation terminal 2015 to perform communication.

The terminal control section 227 is a section for controlling
terminal functions of the communication terminal 2015, and
includes a request contents filter section 221, a display control
section 216, and a user attribute extraction section 222. The
display control section 216 controls information to be dis-
played on a display section 218 of the communication termi-
nal 2015. The user attribute extraction section 222 extracts an
attribute and a preference of a user, based on information
from a sensor section 228. Based on a user attribute extracted
by the user attribute extraction section 222, the request con-
tents filter section 221 filters the metadata received from the
integrated base station 1015 to obtain contents which are
considered to be highly preferred by the user of the commu-
nication terminal 2015. The request information obtained
through filtering by the request contents filter section 221 is
transmitted from the communication terminal 2014 to the
integrated base station 1015. Accordingly, the communica-
tion terminal 2015 is able to receive contents that strongly
correlate with the preference of the user of the terminal.

Description of the process thereafter is the same as that
described in embodiment 1 or 2, and thus will be omitted.

In embodiment 3 of the present invention, the method has
been described in which the integrated base station 1014
transmits communication channel information and identifi-
cation information to the communication terminal 2015 by
using control-wireless communication, so as to establish a
high-speed connection with the integrated base station 1015.
However, the control-wireless communication may not only
transmit information for connecting to the integrated base
station 1015 rapidly. The integrated base station 1015 may
also transmit, for example, the metadata information by using
the control-wireless communication. Accordingly, the com-
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munication terminal 2015 is able to obtain contents informa-
tion retained by the integrated base station 1015 without
starting the wireless LAN. Thus, when there is no information
desired by the communication terminal 2015, the communi-
cation terminal 20154 is able to operate without starting the
wireless LAN, and consequently it is possible to reduce
power consumption of the communication terminal 2015.

Further, the integrated base station 1015 may transmit con-
tents by using the control-wireless communication. That is,
the integrated base station 1015 retains, in the contents
memory section 122, highly important information, among
contents to be transmitted by using the wireless LAN, or
simplified information which is obtained by reducing an
amount of data of contents to be transmitted by using the
wireless LAN, and transmits the information via the control-
wireless communication. Accordingly, the following manner
of'usage may be proposed: a low function terminal including
the control-wireless communication only, for example,
obtains town information in an audio form, whereas a high
function terminal including a wireless LAN function obtains
detailed town information having guide maps, recommended
spot information, and the like attached thereto by using the
wireless LAN.

Embodiment 4

Embodiment 4 has a configuration based on embodiments
1 to 3 in which an antenna section 113 of an integrated base
station 101 is replaced with a plurality of antennas. FIG. 36 A
is a diagram showing an exemplary overall configuration in
which the antenna section 113 used in embodiment 1 or 2 of
present invention is replaced with a plurality of antennas. In
FIG.36A, awireless communication system includes a server
10, the integrated base station 101, and a communication
terminal 201. The integrated base station 101 includes a plu-
rality of antenna sections 113. Here, a case will be illustrated
where the antenna section 113 of the integrated base station
101 consists of antennas 1131 and 1132.

For transmission, the integrated base station 101 may use
the plurality of antennas 1131 and 1132 to transmit a common
piece of information from each of the antennas 1131 and 1132
in time-division. Alternatively, divided by cables or using a
plurality of transmitting sections, a common piece of infor-
mation may be transmitted simultaneously. For simultaneous
transmission, a modulation scheme needs to be applied so as
to avoid deterioration of signals from different antennas even
if interference occurs among the signals. For example, pref-
erably used are: a spread spectrum scheme; an orthogonal
frequency division multiplexing (OFDM) modulation
scheme; and an anti-multipath modulation scheme which
includes redundancy in information symbols. Examples of
the anti-multipath modulation scheme are: a PSK-VP scheme
(Phase Shift Keying with Varied Phase) which has a redun-
dant phase waveform introduced into information symbols of
a differential phase shift keying; an MC-PSK scheme
(Manchester Coded Phase Shift Keying); an SPSK scheme
(Stepped Phase Shift Keying); and the like. Further, different
redundant phase waveforms may be used for the antennas
1131 and 1132, individually.

Other examples of the anti-multipath modulation scheme
are: a PSK-RZ scheme (Phase Shift Keying with Return-to-
Zero) which has a redundant amplitude waveform introduced
into information symbols of a differential phase shift keying;
a DSK scheme (Double Shift Keying) performing a phase-
shift twice depending on transmitting information; and the
like. In addition, in order to avoid mutual interference and
deterioration, there may be used: an FSK (Frequency Shift
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Keying) modulation scheme in which redundant signals are
mutually superimposed, or different modulation parameters
are arranged for respective antennas; an ASK (Amplitude
Shift Keying) modulation scheme having a short duty cycle in
which signals to be transmitted are displaced from and not
superimposed mutually.

For receiving signals, the integrated base station 101 may
combine signals received via the plurality of antennas 1131
and 1132, or select one having a good quality (signal intensity
or the like). Alternatively, the integrated base station 101 may
includes a plurality of receiving sections so as to combine
signals by appropriately adjusting their phases, or to combine
signals into a reception data sequence by selecting and join-
ing a plurality of received data in data blocks without errors.
The synthesis of the reception data sequence may be realized
by encoding the signal on the transmission side in advance so
as to detect errors.

FIG. 36B is a diagram showing an exemplary wireless
LAN communication section transmitting/receiving a signal
using the plurality of antennas 1131 and 1132 shown in FIG.
36A. In FIG. 36B, a signal transmitted from the transmitting
section 106 is divided by cables, provided to the antennas
1131 and 1132, and then radiated, respectively. The signals
received by the antennas 1131 and 1132 are combined
together and inputted to a receiving section 107, and then
detected and decoded. Appropriate delay which is decided
depending on a modulation scheme needs to be added to the
signals, but the delay insertion may be achieved by a differ-
ence between the lengths of the cables.

FIG. 36C is a diagram showing an exemplary wireless
LAN communication section which transmits/receives a sig-
nal using the plurality of antennas 1131 and 1132 shown in
FIG. 36A. As shown in FIG. 36C, there are transmitting
sections 1061 and 1062, and receiving sections 1071 and
1072 corresponding to the antennas 1131 and 1132, respec-
tively. For transmission, a common piece of information or a
transmitting signal is divided by a transmission dividing sec-
tion 1001 and distributed to the transmitting sections 1061
and 1062 at appropriate timings, and are radiated via the
antennas 1131 and 1132. Distribution may be made in any
form such as transmission data, a transmission baseband sig-
nal, a high-frequency signal including a modulated interme-
diate frequency, and the like. For reception, signals received
from the antennas 1131 and 1132 are detected or decoded at
the receiving sections 1071 and 1072, respectively, and are
combined by a reception combining section 1002 to obtain
received data. For synthesis, the detected signals may be
added together. Alternatively, the signals are encoded on the
transmission side in advance such that errors therein can be
detected, and, at the reception combining section 1002, plu-
ralities of decoded data sequences are joined together into a
received data sequence by selecting in data blocks without
errors. Accordingly, the plurality of decoded data sequences
are combined, and a received data sequence may be obtained.

FIG. 36D is a schematic diagram illustrating an exemplary
case of an ASK modulation scheme having a short duty cycle,
in which signals transmitted simultaneously are combined on
a reception side. In this example, in the case of transmitting
information “1”, two kinds of transmission signal A for trans-
mitting a high-frequency signal during only former half of a
symbol and transmission signal B for transmitting the same
during only latter half of the symbol, respectively, are trans-
mitted via individual antennas simultaneously. In the case of
transmitting the information “1”” under a normal ASK modu-
lation scheme, the high-frequency signal is transmitted dur-
ing a whole one symbol, however, in this case, signals from
the plurality of antennas 1131 and 1132 will be opposite to
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each other in phase, in some overlapped area, due to phase
rotation caused by propagation delay time difference, and
consequently the signals are cancelled by each other, and an
area where signals cannot be received will occur. On the other
hand, as in the case of the present invention, when a high-
frequency signal is transmitted during only the former half of
a symbol and during only the latter half of a symbol, such
cancellation will not occur. That is, on the reception side, each
half of the received waveforms, when each having a shorter
propagation time than the symbol duration, are sequenced in
a corresponding symbol. Thus, respective signals do not
interfere with each other, and the information “1”” and “0” can
be decoded by detecting all the received power in the symbol.
This example is not only applicable to wireless communica-
tion, but is also applicable to optical communication such as
infrared light and the like, and an on-off keying (OOK) is
applicable to the optical communication as it is. The above-
described communication method is not only applicable to
the wireless communication system, but is also applicable to
a system of transmitting a signal using a plurality of antennas.

In the example shown in FIG. 36 A, wireless areas covered
by the plurality of antennas 1131 and 1132 are generally
overlapped with each other. Accordingly, unstable communi-
cation, which is caused by fading due to multipath propaga-
tion derived from reflection and diffraction by surrounding
objects, and caused by shadowing due to obstructions on a
line of sight or a user carrying the communication terminal
201, are improved, and area boundaries are stabilized. Thus,
a user can start communication promptly upon entrance to a
communication area. To avoid the shadowing, the antennas
1131 and 1132 are preferably spaced at a wider distance.

FIG. 37 is a diagram showing an exemplary overall con-
figuration according to embodiment 1 or 2 of present inven-
tion in which the antenna section 114 is replaced with a
plurality of antennas. In FIG. 37, the wireless communication
system includes an integrated base station 1015 and a com-
munication terminal 2015, and the integrated base station
1015 includes a plurality of antenna sections 114. Here
described is an example where two antennas 1141 and 1142
are used for the control-wireless communication, and an
antenna 113 is used for the wireless LAN communication.

As compared to the example shown in FIG. 36 A, the wire-
less communication system shown in FIG. 37 uses a plurality
of antennas, and the plurality of antennas are used as control-
wireless antennas 1141 and 1142, not as those for the wireless
LAN communication. However, the plurality of antennas are
used in the same manner as those in example shown FIG.
36A, and thus detailed description will be omitted. In the
example shown in FIG. 37, wireless areas covered by the
plurality of antennas 1141 and 1142 for the control-wireless
communication are arranged so as to be overlapped with each
other, in general. In addition, a wireless area covered by the
antenna 113 for the wireless LAN communication is also
arranged so as to be overlapped with the above wireless areas.
The plurality of antennas 1141 and 1142 for the control-
wireless communication reduces an effect of fading caused
by multipath propagation and shadowing caused by obstruc-
tions, and thus area boundaries are stabilized. Accordingly,
when the communication terminal 2015 enters a wireless
area, it is possible to start communication promptly, and also
possible to allow the communication to be promptly switched
to the wireless LAN communication. In this manner, it is
possible for the integrated base station 1015 and the commu-
nication terminal 2015 to detect entrance of the communica-
tion terminal 2015 into the wireless area of the integrated base
station 1015 while maintaining power saving, and to start
communication promptly.
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FIG. 38 is a diagram showing an exemplary overall con-
figuration according to one of embodiments 1 to 3 of the
present invention in which the antenna section is replaced
with a plurality of antennas. In FIG. 38, a wireless commu-
nication system includes the integrated base station 101 and
the communication terminal 201, and the integrated base
station 101 includes a plurality of antenna sections. Here,
described is an exemplary case where, as the antenna sec-
tions, four antennas 1131, 1132, 1133, and 1134 are provided
to the integrated base station 101. The antenna sections may
be for the wireless LAN communication, or may be for the
control-wireless communication. In the case where the
antenna sections are for the control-wireless communication,
one or more antennas for the wireless LAN communication
are needed additionally for covering one or more wireless
areas which include the wireless areas covered by the plural-
ity of antennas for the control-wireless communication. How-
ever, the one or more antennas are omitted here.

The plurality of antennas is used in the same manner as
described above, and thus description thereof will be omitted.
In the example shown in FIG. 38, the wireless areas covered
by the plurality of antennas 1131, 1132, 1133, and 1134 are
arranged linearly or planarly in a manner to be partially over-
lapped with one another. Accordingly, the wireless areas are
configured artificially, and communication can be started
promptly in such connected areas. When a plurality of anten-
nas are used for the control-wireless communication, the
wireless LAN communication areas are arranged so as to be
included in the connected areas for the control-wireless com-
munication, whereby communication using the control-wire-
less communication is started before the communication ter-
minal 201 enters the wireless LAN area, and the
communication can be promptly switched to the wireless
LAN communication.

FIG. 39A is a diagram showing an exemplary overall con-
figuration according to one of embodiments 1 to 3 of the
present invention in which the antenna section is replaced
with a plurality of antennas. In FIG. 39A, a wireless commu-
nication system includes the integrated base station 101 and a
communication terminal 2011 or 2012, and the integrated
base station 101 includes a plurality of antenna sections.
Here, described is an exemplary case where, as the antenna
sections, the four antennas 1131, 1132, 1133, and 1134 are
provided to the integrated base station 101. In this case as
well, the antenna sections may be used for the wireless LAN
communication, or may be used for the control-wireless com-
munication.

In the case where the antenna sections are for the control-
wireless communication, one or more antennas for the wire-
less LAN communication are needed for covering one or
more wireless areas which include the wireless areas covered
by the plurality of antennas for the control-wireless commu-
nication. However, the one or more antennas are omitted here.
The integrated base station 101 has a contents memory 11
including therein metadata 1906, frequently requested con-
tents data 1907, and individually requested contents data
1908.

FIG. 39B is a diagram showing an exemplary configuration
of a communication section transmitting/receiving a signal
using the plurality of antennas shown in FIG. 39A. As shown
in FIG. 39B, the communication section includes transmit-
ting sections 1061, 1062, 1063, and 1064, and receiving sec-
tions 1071,1072,1073, and 1074, which correspond to anten-
nas 1131, 1132, 1133, and 1134, respectively. Depending on
the type of data to be transmitted/received, information can be
transmitted/received to/from the four antennas simulta-
neously via a transmission dividing section 1001 and a recep-
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tion combining section 1002. Alternatively, different pieces
of information can be transmitted/received to/from the anten-
nas, individually.

The plurality of antennas is used in the same manner as
described above, and thus description thereof will be omitted.
In the example shown in FIG. 39 A, the wireless areas covered
by the plurality of antennas 1131, 1132, 1133, and 1134 are
arranged linearly or planarly in a manner to be at least par-
tially overlapped with one another. Starting of communica-
tion, broadcasting of the metadata 1096, and broadcasting of
the frequently requested contents data 1907 are performed in
the same manner as those shown in FIG. 38, and thus descrip-
tion thereof will be omitted. The individually requested con-
tents data 1908 is transmitted in a different manner. That is, a
request for the data is made from an antenna (the antenna
1134 or 1131, in this case) of the communication terminal
2011 or 2012, and corresponding individually requested con-
tents data is returned from the same individual antenna.

In this manner, the metadata 1906 and the frequently
requested contents data 1907 which are common to all termi-
nals are transmitted (or received) via all the antennas 1131,
1132, 1133, and 1134, whereas the individually requested
contents data 1908 which is requested by individual commu-
nication terminals is transmitted/received via individual
antennas independently of one another. As a result, it is pos-
sible to achieve superior response and throughput as a whole.

Further, process procedures performed by the respective
function blocks described in the respective embodiments of
the present invention may be realized by a CPU interpreting
and executing predetermined program data capable of execut-
ing the above-described process procedures stored on a stor-
age device (a ROM, a RAM, a hard disc, and the like). In this
case, the program data may be introduced into the storage
device via a storage medium, or may be directly executed on
the storage medium. Here, the storage medium includes: a
semiconductor memory such as a ROM, a RAM, a flash
memory and the like; a magnetic disc memory such as a
flexible disc, hard disc, and the like; an optical disc memory
such as a CD-ROM, a DVD, a BD, and the like; and a memory
card and the like. Further, the storage medium is a notion
including a communication medium such as a phone line, a
carrier path, and the like.

Further, each of the respective function blocks described in
the respective embodiments of the present invention is typi-
cally executed as an LS, an integrated circuit. The function
blocks may be each provided in a chip form, or some or all of
the function blocks may be provided in a chip form. The LSI
may be referred to as an IC, a system L.SI, a super LSI, an ultra
LSI depending on the degree of integration.

Further, the method of integration is not limited to the LSI,
and may be realized by a dedicated circuit or a general pur-
pose processor. Alternatively, an FPGA (Field Programmable
Gate Array) which is programmable after manufacturing the
LS or a reconfigurable processor enabling reconfiguration
of connection or setting of a circuit cell in the LSI may be
used. Still alternatively, a configuration may be used in which,
a hardware resource includes a processor, a memory, and the
like, and the processor executes and controls a control pro-
gram stored in a ROM.

Still further, in the case where another integration technol-
ogy replacing the LSI becomes available due to an improve-
ment of a semiconductor technology or due to emergence of
another technology derived therefrom, the function blocks
may be integrated using such a new technology. For example,
biotechnology may be applied.

The present invention is useful, for example, as a technol-
ogy which allows a user to receive a large amount of commu-
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nication contents and to display contents desired by the user
when his/her communication terminal passes through a com-
munication area of an access point.

While the invention has been described in detail, the fore-
going description is in all aspects illustrative and not restric-
tive. It is understood that numerous other modifications and
variations can be devised without departing from the scope of
the invention.

What is claimed:

1. A wireless base station for connecting to a plurality of
wireless communication terminals and receiving contents via
a network, the wireless base station comprising:

a network communication control section that controls

communication with the network;

a wireless communication section that communicates with
the plurality of wireless communication terminals in
accordance with a predetermined communication
method; and

a control section that controls the wireless communication
section, wherein

an interval during which the wireless communication sec-
tion connects to the plurality of wireless communication
terminals includes a metadata transmitting interval, a
contents data request interval, a contents data transmit-
ting interval, and a normal communication interval,

the control section, by controlling the wireless communi-
cation section, (i) collectively broadcasts, to the plurality
of wireless communication terminals during the meta-
data transmitting interval, metadata of contents received
via the network, (ii) receives, during the contents data
request interval, first request information that is trans-
mitted from the plurality of wireless communication
terminals based on the metadata and that instructs a
request of contents, (iii) collectively broadcasts, to the
plurality of wireless communication terminals during
the contents data transmitting interval, contents data
selected based on a summary of the first request infor-
mation received from the plurality of wireless commu-
nication terminals, and (iv) receives, during the normal
communication interval, second request information
that is transmitted from one of the plurality of wireless
communication terminals and that instructs a request of
contents not broadcasted during the contents data trans-
mitting interval, and transmits contents data selected
based on the second request information to the one of the
plurality of wireless communication terminals that
transmitted the second request information, and

the predetermined communication method establishes one
ofa first connection which does not substantially require
an authentication procedure for connection with the
wireless communication terminals, or by using a second
connection which requires the authentication procedure
for connection with the wireless communication termi-
nals.

2. The wireless base station according to claim 1, further
comprising: a contents memory section that stores the con-
tents received via the network.

3. The wireless base station according to claim 1, wherein

the predetermined communication method is a wireless
LAN communication method.

4. The wireless base station according to claim 1, further
comprising:

a control-wireless communication section that performs
communication in accordance with a control-communi-
cation method, wherein

the control section, in advance of the communication
between the wireless communication section and the
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plurality of wireless communication terminals, obtains
setting information that is necessary for the wireless
communication section and the plurality of wireless
communication terminals to communicate in accor-
dance with the predetermined communication method
by controlling the control-wireless communication sec-
tion.

5. The wireless base station according to claim 1, wherein

the control section broadcasts, by controlling the wireless
communication section, individual contents data to the
plurality of wireless communication terminals, the indi-
vidual contents data being a part of contents received via
the network in the contents data transmitting interval.

6. A wireless communication terminal, included in a plu-

rality of wireless communication terminals, for connecting to
a wireless base station which receives contents via a network,
the wireless communication terminal comprising:

a wireless communication section that communicates with
the wireless base station in accordance with a predeter-
mined communication method;

a control section that controls the wireless communication
section; and

a terminal control section that controls transmission of
information on a contents request to the wireless base
station, wherein

interval during which the wireless communication section
connects to the wireless base station includes a metadata
transmitting interval, a contents data request interval, a con-
tents data transmitting interval, and a normal communication
interval,

the wireless communication section (i) receives, from the
wireless base station during the metadata transmitting
interval, metadata of contents received by the wireless
base station via the network, (ii) transmits, to the wire-
less base station during the contents data request inter-
val, first request information that instructs a request of
contents based on the metadata, (iii) receives, during the
contents data transmitting interval, contents data
selected by the wireless base station based ona summary
of the first request information and collectively broad-
casted to the plurality of wireless communication termi-
nals, and (iv) transmits, during the normal communica-
tion interval, a second request information that instructs
arequest of contents not broadcasted during the contents
data transmitting interval to the wireless base station,
and receives, from the wireless base station, contents
data selected by the wireless base station based on the
second request information, and

the predetermined communication method establishes one
of a first connection which does not substantially require
an authentication procedure for connection with the
wireless communication terminals, or by using a second
connection which requires the authentication procedure
for connection with the wireless communication termi-
nals.

7. The wireless communication terminal according to

claim 6, further comprising:

a control-wireless communication section that performs
communication in accordance with a control-communi-
cation method, wherein

the control section, in advance of the communication
between the wireless base station and the wireless com-
munication section, obtains setting information that is
necessary for the wireless base station and the wireless
communication section to communicate in accordance
with the predetermined communication method by con-
trolling the control-wireless communication section.
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8. A wireless communication system in which a wireless
base station, which receives contents via a network, and a
plurality of wireless communication terminals are connected
to each other,

34

the one of the plurality of wireless communication ter-
minals that transmitted the second request information,
the predetermined communication method establishes one
of a first connection which does not substantially require

the wireless base station comprising: 5

a network communication control section that controls
communication with the network;

a base station side wireless communication section that
communicates with the plurality of wireless communi-

an authentication procedure for connection with the
wireless communication terminals, or by using a second
connection which requires the authentication procedure
for connection with the wireless communication termi-
nals, and

cation terminals in accordance with a predetermined 10 . Lo . .
communication method: and each of the wireless communication terminals comprises:
. . : . t inal side wirel mmunicati tion that -
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station side wireless communication section, (i) collec- receives, during the metadata transmitting interval,
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ofwireless communication terminals based on the meta- contents data transmitting interval, contents data that is
data and that instructs a request of contents, (iii) collec- selected by the wireless l?ase station based on .the sum-
tively broadcasts, to the plurality of wireless communi- mary of the first request 1nforrpat10n apd that is colleg-
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interval, contents data selected based on a summary of cation tel.mu.lals, .and (viii) transmits, dunng the norrpal
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during the normal communication, interval content; ing the contents data transmitting interval to the wireless
datathat is selected based on second request information 35 base station, and receives contents data selected based

from one of the plurality of wireless communication
terminals that instructs a request of contents not broad-
casted during the contents data transmitting interval, to

on the second request information from the wireless
base station.



